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_ Software written for the Commiedoor (sic). So, 
potential Atarian moves on to Children’s Palace, 


‘Last aonth, 
"B.R.A.C.E. was about to celebrate its second birthday and 


‘order to get them to consider buying an Atari. 


VOL. 3 


EDITORIAL 
by Hal Nason 


if you will remember, I reminded you that 


encouraged you to try to iapress people with your Atari in 
But, as 
BRACE. enters its third year, I’ve been thinking about how 


-hard it would be for a potential new Atarian to get started 
“with a systea in our area (especially if they wish to get an 
. B-bit systen). 
but, a trip to Sears will get you no Atari 


For instance, [ got my Atari 800 at Sears; 
Hardware and the 
only Atari Software available is on the reverse side of 
our aspiring 
which is 
rumored to have carried Atari hardware in the past. Well, 
dear friends, our new Atarian is out of luck here, too. No 


‘ Atari hardware here, though they could purchase a Star printer 


_ here for their new Atari systes. 


Aiso, there is sose software 
available, but it is sostly old games. Moving on ta Toys ’R 


Us, our potential new Atarian finds some Atari Hardware! But, 


it is at the original sugested retail price. Anyone care to 


_ buy a 1027 printer for $250.00? No. Gee, I wonder why there 


_ are no takers. 
software is old and the price is high. So our aspiring new 


. Alas, buying here is a trade off, 


There is some Atari software here; but, the 
Atarian goes down the street to Hills. Sorry, Hills no longer 
carries Atari Hardware, but they do have some current software 
available at a decent price at times. So, the quest moves on 
to Surreal Systems (formerly known as Reality World and now 
located next to Movie Warehouse on Nicholasville Rd.) where 
our potential new Atarian finds that they can buy an Atari ST 
here! But, if they wanted buy an @-bit systea, they are still 
out of luck, though Surreal Systems will order one for you. 
Qne pays sore than 
purchasing through a ail order firm, but gains dealer 
support. Not a bad trade off when one is buying hardware. Of 
Course, our potential new Atarian is now ready to join 
B.R.A.C.E. and get the support of the croup to answer their 
questions and also to check out software frog our library in 
order to try it out before putting down their hard earned 
dollars for it. 


Non, I would probably recommend that a potential new Atarian 
seriously consider buying an ST. But, an 8-bit systes is 
still a vialble option for some new users. By starting out 
with an B-bit system may be easier for thes to get aaquainted 
with cosputers, which is an important consideration if they 
have little or no experience with computers. The G-bit system 
is a little easier to get started with and may even seet their 
needs for a long tise to come. Of course, as we deterained 
above a new @-bit system ready to go is almost iepossible to 
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find in our area. Leaving the potential new Atarian with the 
options of buying used ecuinsent or purchasing froe a sail 
order house. Both options have risks, but it probably is safer 
to pay a little sore and get a new system fron a reliable sai! 
order firs. 


T quess that we sould count our biessings. While it is true 
that the Bluegrass Area is not the best place to start up as an 
tarian (or to keep going as an Atarian), it is still bdetter 
than a lot of other places. There are some places which have 
no dealers at all and NO ATARI USER’S GROUPS!! Still, I can’t 
help being envious of the citizens of Coluabus, Ohio who have 
several good places to buy Atari software and hardware at 


user and the Si user!! If you haven’t been to Coluebus, shy 
don’t you join us officers in our next trip to Coluabus. All 
we ask is that you buy your own meals and kick in $4.00 gas 
money in order that &.R.A.C.E. will have sore money available 
for door prizes and software for the libarary. Qur next trip 


to Coluabus is planned tor Saturday May 14th. 


-. -DISCLAIMER-- =. 


BRACEBITS is published monthly by 8.R.A.C.E. (Bluegress Region .. 


Computer Enthusiasts) of Lexington Kentucky. All 
unless otherwise noted, are public dosain and 
This newsletter is created by and 
for dues paying members of B.R.A.C.E. It is also available on 
an exchange basis with any other Atari users group. Neither 
B.R.A.C.E. mor BRACEBITS is affiliated with the Atari Corp.. 


Atari 
contents, 
available for duplication. 


“Atari and the FUJI symbol are registered trademarks of Atari 


Corp. Any reference to any trademark should be so noted and is 
acknowledged. The articles in this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group. 


Any dues paying meaber of B.R.A.C.E. may subait an article to 
the editor for publication. The deadline for subsissions is 
the first Tuesday of the gonth ihe newsletter is due out. 
Articles may be edited and/or published at the discretion of 
the editor. Articles may be mailed to Hal Nason, 258 £. High 
St. #9, Lexington, KY 40508 or subsitted via sodea to HOMELINK! 
BBS (606)271-5468. AtariWriter is the preferable feraat, but 
any ASCII foraat will be acceaptabie. 


BRACE. meets the third Tussday of the month at 7:00 pa. 
The site of the meeting each gonth will be in ress NR 263 
University of Kentucky Medical Center. The public is weicoae 
to attend our meetings but access to the library and the 
newsletter are limited to dues paying neabers of §.R.8.0.E. 


PRESIDENTIAL SUETE 
By Phillip Taylor 


&. 


= 


This aonth marke Braca’s second anniversary. it is a tiae {to 
recap the past and look forwarc to the future. We have come a 
long way Since the first days of Brace. Braces was started by 
a handful of loyal Atarians who felt that the Atarians in the 
Central Kentucky area nesded support. This is due, in large 
part, to the Lack of suoport by the merchants in the area. 
Sone af those loyal Atarians were, Dan Claudy, Joe Threlkeld, 
Steve Isert , Norma Williams and Bob Williaas. With the 
supsort af the Missing Link BBS, and gaveral Atari users, the 
group was officially started in April af 1986. Since that 
tine, the group’s eaphasis has aainly been on educating and 
suogerting Atari users and . promoting the use of Atari 
computers. With these goals, I believe that the group has 
been successful. We have tried to prograa educational 
lectures and demonstrations about the use of Atari computers 
and have generally had good results. We have maintained an 
expanding library, and have had aany special projects designed 
to hela the group reach our goals. Participation in the past, 
has basically been good. 


We are presently going through a transitional phase. It seans 
that in order to keep the group going strong, we need ta 
recognise the new advancenants of Atari, especially the ST. 
It is ay hope that the group can expand in this area. Ta do 


---thig;7the $7 users of aur group aust become more active. We 


need your input and your support. I would like to ask that 
 gne of the ST users provide a demo for the May aeeting. The 
past ST cemas have been very successtul and it is ay hope to 
“gtiaulate interest in the future of the club by another 7 
- deso. 


“The topics for the next aesting include: 


Organizational Charter 
Brace trip to Columbus 
Raffle of a 2400 baud Modea 


You know, it seems a bit odd to ae that the menbers that have 
to drive from London, Corbin, Paris, and other areas out af 
town have a better attendance record that these members who 
have to drive from across town. iry to be at the next 
meeting. I think you will enjoy it. We have made scae 
changes to make the aeating flow acre smoothly and aake it 
more antertaining. I hope you will be there this tine. 


Phil. 


The aeeting was started at 7:10 oa. Sue to lack of quorua, the 
ratification of the Charter waS postponed until the next 
meeting by order af the President. 

Order of Business 

Motion to have a raffle of a 2400 baud aodea to help raise 
funds for the club. The price af the tickets will be $1.00 per 
ticket or 4 tickets for five dollars. Tickets will be handed 
out for sale at the next meeting and the drawing will be held 
the duly aeeting. Motion carried by aajority vote. 


Motion to establish day for Brace trip to Columbus to buy 
software and other items. May 14th, was decided as proper day 
to go. Mation carried by aajority vote. 


Announcements included a discussion on the return of Analog 
Magazine, and 80 coluans via software on the 8 bit. 


The deacnstration this aonth was on PILOT and LOGO progranaing 
languages for the 8 bit and was presented by Hal and Phil. 


Janes Clough won the door prize of a free sign up and $135,00 
worth of tige on Compuserve. He assigned his rights to his 
brother, Peter. 


Library was opened by-Chris Dotson. aan eres 


Meeting ended at 9:00. 
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The MS-DOS Choice (part three) 
by Dan Claudy 


I probably left you salivating at the end of part two. I know 
I was when I first looked at the apparent power of an MS-DOS 
machine. After all, what sore could you want than four drives 
in a box, one or two floppies and two or three hard drives; an 
internal modem; 256K, 512K or 440K mother board RAHN; up to 2 
HB (megabytes) expansion RAM; a  clock/calendar which 
automatically dates every file you create/update; processor 
speeds from 4.77 MHz to 20 MHz plus; an internal power supply; 
and, of course, a gane port? Well, do you program in ATARI 
BASIC? Yes? Then you have the jump on the MS-DOS machines. 
You see, ATARI BASIC is built in to your eight bit machines, 
but not so with the compatibles (MS-DOS sachines). With these 
machines, you have to load BASIC from a disk, and that takes 
some time. You see, BASIC takes up 78K on the disk. Can you 
imagine that? Obviously, there is a lot ore power here. But 
there is also a price to pay and there is only roughly 40K in 
which to prograa. 


As those of you who program in BASIC know, when a progran 
runs, it interprets each line of code before processing the 
next line. That is, one line is executed, then the next and so 
on. This takes tiae. Therefore, with more commands available 
_ in the BASIC used by the compatibles, it is likely that the 
compatible will run a BASIC program aore slowly even at its 
increased processor speed. Bob Williaas, who has both types 
of machines, related a story to me where he pitted his ATARI 
SOOXL against his MS-DOS machine in perforaing a BASIC loop. 
The ATARI won hands down. Even if you use another BASIC such 
as ADVAN or HICROSOFT, you still have the jump on the 
compatible because the size of it is necessarily smaller than 
the MS-DOS BASIC. It is easier to learn due to the size and 
. conceivably is easier to code, It should run faster for the 
sane reason although some techniques aay not be available to 
the ATARI. 


If you pragraa in HL (machine language or assembly), then you 
' definitely will have an easier tise with the eight bit ATARI. 
You see, the compatibles, as with BASIC, have gore commands to 
learn. Also, there are gore registers and memory locations to 
work with. I had just begun to dabble in ML when I made the 
switch, and I believe I could have progressed however, I will 
not even attempt to program in ML with ay compatible. I may 
try some C programming, but that can be performed with any 
ATARI as well. 


How about storage. No matter which storage system you use 
with a coapatible, hard drive or floppy diskette, the 005 
still wastes space. The 8-bit ATARI uses 128 byte sectors 
whereas the standard sector size for the MS-DOS aachines is 
512 bytes. If a utility program only takes 38 bytes for 
exagple, the programa will tie up 512 bytes on the disk. Or if 


a long program takes up {77K plus 2 bytes, the last 2 bytes 
will eat another 512 byte sector on the disk. Sure, you can 
write both sides of the disk, but with some ATARI third party 
drives or some modifications to the 1050, you can write to both 
sides of your disks as well. 


Speaking of DOS, there are a number of thea for the 
compatibles. But unlike the ones available for Q@-bit ATARIs, 
these DO0Ses are almost exclusively produced by one vendor, 
MICROSOFT, hence the nomenclature NS-(MicroSoft)D0S. And DOS 
is even a slight misnomer because this software is not just the 
Disk Operating System, it is the total operating system. The 
ATARI has an operating system built in, residing on a ROM (read 
only memory) chip. You need not load DOS if you are using a 
cassette recorder as a storage device instead of a disk drive. 
You cannot run a compatible at all without first loading DOS. 
HS-DOS comes in a number of vintages, somewhat like fine wines. 
However, unlike wine, the newer the version, the better. Or so 
we are told. Versions range from 1.0 to 3.3. I have 3.2 on ay 
machine, and I am spoiled by it. It has “xcopy” which allows 
you to reduce the wear and tear on your disk drive by reading 
all files matching a wild card designation, such as %.bat, up 
to its memory constraints and writing them all at the same tine 
as well. Those of you who have SpartaD0S have “xcopy” as well. 
Since I mentioned batch files (see "%.bat" in last paragraph), 
I gay as well point out that the MS-DOS machines can run any 
batch file at any time in the command mode. Unlike ATARI DOS, 
N5-DOS only allows itself to be manipulated in the command 
mode. Again, those of you with SpartaDOS and even TOPDOS will 
recognize this mode of operation. Batch files are ASCII files 
calling other batch files or executable files. They are 
exactly like the autorun.sys but ATARI’s DOS 2.0 will only run 
this batch file. By the way, these DOSes have an extensive 
overhead in memory. My 3.2 version takes up slightly ore than 
100K. Of course with 640K total, that still leaves me some 
room to play. But believe it or not, there are programs that 
exceed ay memory. For instance, at work I have a data base 
file which cannot be loaded into a 512K aachine. It will just 
barely fit into a 640K machine. Now when I combine that file 
with another one or two, which is sometiaes necessary, it takes 
an expansion board on the 512K machine to handle the sensory 
requireaents. 


There are several obvious questions to ask yourself when 
considering soving from an ATARI to an H5-DOS machine. Notice 
that is said aoving from an ATARI not moving up from an ATARI. 


i) Do I need an MS-DOS machine or do I just want one because 
of all of the hype over then? 


2) Can I cost justify the aove? 


3) Can I justify the aove to my wife/mother/father? 


\ 


--was-doing some datavase work “using ~SynFile. 


Let's take the second question first. You will never be abie 
to cost justify the move. You can buy compatibles for under 
$500 dollars which include a floppy disk drive, the power 
supply, the monitor and at least 256K of RAM, but you will 
never be able to get any where near the dollars back that you 
spent on your ATARI. So if you are looking to cost justify 
the switch, don’t waste your time. The third question has 
nearly the same answer. Unless your wife/parent/quardian is a 
computer lover like you, you won’t be able to convince thea. 


The first question is nusber one because it is the toughest to 
truthfully answer. With all of the IBH computers at work and 
some knowledge of what they can do, I thought I needed to ake 
the move. I really believe that I fairly evaluated ay needs 
versus my capabilities at the time. But, upon reflection, I’a 
not sure I was really that analytical. You see, when you want 
something, you can make extremely good arguments for getting 
it. This is similar to the use (or misuse) of statistics to 
present a particular point of view. 


Let’s get down to brass tacks. What do you want to do that 
you do not believe your ATARI capable of or that it is not 
performing well enough now? In ay case, the answer is alaost 
nothing. I was doing word processing using Atariwriter and 
Paperclip. Both programs will do all the basics performed by 
MS-DOS programs, as well as some of the belis and whistles. I 
Same is true 
here, it performed all of the necessary basics as MS-DOS 
programs. Granted, it would not do relational work nor could 
you build your own menu screens like DBASE Ifi+, but who needs 
that kind of power at home? I was also perforaing some 
spreedsheet work (a budget) with SynCalc. Again, it perforas 
the necessary basics just like the high priced spreedsheet 
programs for the compatibles. 


Speaking of budgets, there are programs specifically for that 
purpose marketed for MS-DOS machines. But so are there for 
the ATARIs. How about other applications? Checkbook 
programs? They are out there for both machines. Tax 
programs? They are out there for both machines. Games? Not 
surprisingly, the ATARI used to have (and aay still have) aore 
games available for it than the compatibles. Communications 
programs? They are aut there for both machines. 


OK, both machines have access to the types of prograas I need, 
right? Sure! But...those same prograss for the HS-DOS 
machines, for the ost part, and believe it or not, are aore 
expensive. That’s right. SynCalc is what, $40 - $60? Until 
just recently, the MS-DOS spreadsheets were over $100. Now, 
the less expensive ones are $90 - $125. dust check the gage 
price differentials out for yourself. 


Now comes the big question. Why buy an MS-DOS machine? If 
you own an ATARI, you probably shouldn’t! You can do any hose 


chore you want with your ATARI and, it doesn’t cast you 
anything to keep it versus laying out some hard earned cash to 
buy a new computer. 1 am sure you are asking why I bought one 
then. ihe only good reason | had was that I wanted to bring 
work home and, we use IBMs at work. If you have an urge to 
“upgrade” your 8-bit ATARI, then I recommend buying an ST. It 
can do most averything an MS-DOS machine can do and, it can do 
one thing better (or, at least for less money), and that is 
graphics displays. Not only do games look better on an ST, but 
so do business applications with the GEM interface. Believe it 
or not, I was ready to sell this ol’ compatible if I was lucky 
enough to have won the ST ratfle we had. 


Well that’s it. If you have any other questions and aren’t in 
a hurry to have them answered, just leave thea on HOMELINK and 
I?ll see what I can do. VIVA ATARI! 
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Grashic Shoo is a translater orcaram by Charles dackson ana 
Darryi May. The orsgraa is an 3 bit program designed to ailow 
the user to translate Atari artist, Micro illustrator or Micrs 


ito Print Shop Icons. This aeans 
gran to convert your own graphics or 
HBS into icons usable with Print 
Shag anit gake sai own Sraghic’s Library. 


‘Re 

PATSLOs, which | feel offers good usable prograas at very 
reasonable prices. Other Catalog programs that Brace has 
reviewed are, Creative Process, an outline processor, anc 
Screen Plot, a prograa that allows you to print out Micra 
Illustrator foraat graphics to the Atari- 1020 a four color 
plotter. ° 
The procran is easy to use and is fully documented. The 
documentation is contained on side two of the disk and should 
be orinted aut. QO course one of the first things you should 
do with this dizk is to back it up. It is not copy protected 
co this can be accomplished via DOS 2 or 2.5. Once this is 

re orinted, the process unfolds on how to 


done, and the docs a 
convert your gran 


5 
tm 
a 
pe 
rm 
ut 
. 


‘The menu system is clear and readily understcad which means 


iy 
that the docunentst ig while important, can serve as 4 
raterenca, Sut if isa = assantial to critically avaiuate the 


fisks in order to run this orcgran. ne 
f 


disk will serve 25 the disk you have your unconverted picture 
on. The next disk will serve as the disk you piace the 
Converted icon on. This aeans that the disk you piace your 
icon on, aust be toraatted as Print Shop. This, of course, 
means that you need Print in order to use Grapnic Shoo, 
not thet Graphic Shop will do you any good without Print Shoo. 


The asain arobles oesn’t allow the revers 
int 


operation. It all reion Shop but it dee 

allow conversion ¢roa Print coos. “That means $you Ca saat 
translate an existing Icon from Print Shop to a foraat you can 
usa Atari Artist or Micro Illustrator with. 


(ine really neat thing that Sraohic Shop allows is translation 
frea Computer Eyes to Print Shoo. This aeans that if you have 
the Bruubie Cyes sat up, you can translata those pictures 
inta Icons and use them s¢ such. Think af the possiblities, 
you would be able to teks s picture of someone, transiate < 
and use if in vour newsletter or lattarhaad without cutting 3 


Psscind. 


mend this aragran to anyone who uses Print 


— 
<5 
= 
tm 
1 
to 
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Shoo. 
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